
 

Winston-Salem Optimist YSL is proud to announce a strategic training partnership with Challenger Sports. Challenger is the    

leader in youth soccer coaching in North America and their partnership with Optimist reflects our commitment to focusing on the 

development of our players. Challenger Sports - British Soccer Camps has become the most popular soccer camp in North 

America. The company has achieved this by providing a unique soccer experience that combines high quality instruction, games 

and competitive play along with engaging soccer activities that share the passion, tradition and culture of the country that 

invented the sport! 

We are proud to welcome Adi McConnell and Carmelo Sapia (Mel) to Optimist as our new Resident Directors of Coaching for Optimist Soccer . Further information on 

each of our new coaches will follow  next week.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Adi has been coaching for over 7 years, both in the U.K and U.S and has been a Challenger Sports staff coach for 4 yrs, working with players aged 3-18yrs and directing 

camps across the Southeast. He holds a B license and has a degree from MMU Crewe and Alsager University in Leisure Management and Sports Development. Adi played 

at the semi-pro and college levels in the U.K and has been a Challenger Club Trainer for 2 years, helping to develop soccer players across North Carolina for various 

different clubs. Adi will be working with our volunteer coaches weekly and conducting the Goal Keeper, Team and Individual sessions on Sunday afternoons. 

Mel has coached for many years in various countries such as the U.K, U.S and Australia. He spent 9 months coaching for Football Development Australia (FDA) in Sydney 

and worked as a Community Sports Coach in the U.K. Mel holds a B license and has worked for Challenger Sports for 2 years, directing camps across North Carolina and 

helping set up and implement our Skills Development programs for various soccer organizations. He currently coaches for Charlotte Soccer Academy and has a degree in 

Leisure and Recreation Management from Leeds Metropolitan University. Mel will be designing and conducting the successful Mini-Passer programs on Friday evenings. 

 

Program: Mini-Passer Location: Jefferson Middle School Soccer Fields 

Includes: 7 weekly sessions of professional coaching for 4 yr olds. Please contact Dan Levstek 

for more information – 336-774-6773 

Program: Goalkeeper Clinic Location: Shaffner Park Soccer Fields                      

Includes: 6 weekly sessions of GK instruction Cost: $60 Time: 1pm-2pm                                   

Dates: 9/11, 9/18, 9/25, 10/2, 10/9, 10/16 

Program: Team Sessions Location: Shaffner Park Soccer Fields                    

Includes: Sign your players up for a team specific training session Cost: $10 per player, need a 

minimum of 8 players to book Time: 2pm-3:30pm Dates: 9/11, 9/18, 9/25, 10/2, 10/9, 10/16

                         

Program: Individual Sessions Location: Shaffner Park Soccer Fields                    

Includes: Register your child for a one on one training session to help build their skills           

Cost: $35 per player Time: 3:30pm-4:30pm or 4:30pm-5:30pm Dates: 9/11, 9/18, 9/25,         

10/2, 10/9, 10/16                                                          

Bring: Ball, Shin guards, soccer attire and plenty of water 
SPACES ARE LIMITED – SIGN UP NOW! 

Register:  www.challengersports.com  

Contact:  Ben Cook 877-263-7909 for alternative times/sessions 
Email:  bcook@challengersports.com   
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